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Antwerp, 1 August 2016, 17:45 CET 

Gimv invests in increased international growth for the Belgian 
company Summa, the European market leader in digital cutters 

Gimv is becoming the majority shareholder of Summa, an innovative company manufacturing 

cutters for the graphic design industry. The management of Summa invests next to Gimv in this 

transaction. The ambition is to focus fully on increased geographical expansion and releasing new 

innovative products. 

 

Summa (www.summa.eu) is the European market leader in roll cutters that can quickly cut flexible 

materials on rolls. For some years, the company has also been operating in the flatbed cutter market. 

Flatbed cutters allow hard materials to be cut into complex shapes quickly and accurately. Both types of 

machines are used by the graphic design industry in the final cutting process of cardboard, fabric, vinyl, 

acrylic sheets, etc. Its worldwide sales go through an international dealer network.  

 

The company is based in Gistel, Belgium and its history goes back to 1973. Since then, the company has 

changed owners several times until it was acquired by the current US owner and 2 Belgian partners from 

the current management team in 1999. In 2015, the company had 52 employees and achieved a turnover 

of EUR 17.7 million. The aim is to increase this figure by more than 50% by 2020. The company wants to 

achieve this by further developing its market position in Asia and the United States and by further boosting 

its market share in the flatbed cutter market. 

 

Tom Van de Voorde, Partner in Gimv Smart Industries, comments on the transaction: “Technology and a 

great work force have made Summa a hidden champion. Summa is a strong brand in the cutter industry. 

The Smart Industries Platform is excited to work with the management to continue the story of a company 

that is a perfect match for the platform's strategy. Gimv Smart Industries focuses on innovative companies 

based in the Benelux, France and Germany that distinguish themselves through their technological 

expertise. Over the past years, the team has gained successful experience in engineered systems, ICT 

and advanced manufacturing.” 

 

Summa CEO Erwin Vandousselaere adds: “We welcome Gimv on board as a new partner that has not 

only a wealth of experience but also the necessary resources to help us achieve increased international 

growth. The addition of more professional expertise to our SME organisation will certainly help to further 

optimise the innovation and marketing of our products and services. We are looking forward to continuing 

together our success story in the coming years." 

 

  

http://www.summa.eu/
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ABOUT GIMV 

Gimv is a European investment company with over three decades experience in private equity and venture capital. The 

company is listed on Euronext Brussels and currently manages around 1.8 billion EUR (including co-investment 

partnerships) of investments in about 50 portfolio companies. 

 

As a recognized market leader in selected investment platforms, Gimv identifies entrepreneurial and innovative 

companies with high-growth potential and supports them in their transformation into market leaders. Gimv’s four 

investment platforms are: Connected Consumer, Health & Care, Smart Industries and Sustainable Cities. Each of these 

platforms works with a skilled and dedicated team across Gimv’s home markets of the Benelux, France and Germany 

and can count on an extended international network of experts. 

 

More information on Gimv can be found on www.gimv.com. 

 

ABOUT SUMMA 

Summa has more than 30 years' experience in manufacturing contour cutting plotters. It also supplies extremely reliable 

precision products for signs, screen printing, durable outdoor advertising and aviation. One of the most important 

characteristics of Summa products is their high durability. Summa’s product range includes the SummaCut and S Class 

2 vinyl cutters, the DC5 and DC5sx thermal transfer printer cutter systems and the F Series flatbed plotters. Summa 

cutters can be purchased with a wide range of accessories, consumables and software options for Mac and PC. 

More information on Summa is available on www.summa.eu 

 

 

 

For further information please contact: 

 

Tom Van de Voorde, Partner in the Gimv Smart Industries Platform 

T +32 3 290 21 17 – tom.vandevoorde@gimv.com 

 

Kristof Vande Capelle, Chief Financial Officer 

T +32 3 290 22 17 – kristof.vandecapelle@gimv.com 
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