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Antwerp, 21 December 2016, 7:00 AM CET (embargo) 

Diagnostics company Multiplicom to be acquired by Agilent 
Technologies 

Multiplicom, a leading diagnostics company with state-of-the-art genetic testing technology and products, 

signed an agreement with Agilent Technologies Inc. (NYSE: A) under which Agilent will fully acquire 

Multiplicom.  

 

Multiplicom was founded in 2011 as a spin-off of the University of Antwerp and of the research institute 

VIB. It is specialized in the development, manufacturing and commercialization of molecular diagnostic 

solutions that enable clinical laboratories to identify the DNA variants associated with a genetic disease or 

predisposition, the results of which may be used to improve cancer therapy selection or identify congenital 

defects early in pregnancy. 

 

In 2012, Multiplicom was the first diagnostic company in Europe to be awarded CE certification for its test 

to detect genetic defects that might indicate an increased risk of breast or ovarian cancer. Joining Agilent, 

a global leader in life sciences, diagnostics and applied chemical markets, opens the opportunity for 

Multiplicom to offer its products and technology to a global customer base. 

 

Both in April 2011 and February 2013, Gimv and Biotech Fonds Vlaanderen (BFV) acted as lead-investors 

in both the series A and series B round of Multiplicom, which totaled EUR 7.7 million. Also after the 

transfer of the management of BFV earlier this year, Gimv kept managing the combined stake of 42% in 

Multiplicom (1/3 Gimv – 2/3 BFV). 

 

Christophe Van Vaeck, Principal in Gimv’s Health & Care team, comments: “Multiplicom was VIB’s sixth 

startup and was basically co-created by Gimv. Both our continued financial support and deep involvement 

enabled the company to develop its innovative diagnostic tests, in getting CE-marking for its test kits, and 

in building a sales network in the EU. I would like to thank the management team, which played a crucial 

role in the development and growth of the company. We are very proud that we could partner in this 

successful trajectory from spin-out to a leading European diagnostics company, now to be continued on a 

worldwide scale.”  

 

The transaction is expected to close in the first quarter of the 2017 calendar year. Over the entire holding 

period, this investment generated a return well above Gimv’s long-term average return, though with only a 

limited additional positive impact on the equity value at 30 September 2016.  

 

For further information, we refer to the joint press release of Agilent and Multiplicom.  
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ABOUT GIMV 

Gimv is a European investment company with over three decades experience in private equity and venture capital. The 

company is listed on Euronext Brussels. Gimv currently manages around 1.8 billion EUR (including co-investment 

partnerships) of investments in about 50 portfolio companies. 

 

As a recognized market leader in selected investment platforms, Gimv identifies entrepreneurial and innovative 

companies with high-growth potential and supports them in their transformation into market leaders. Gimv’s four 

investment platforms are: Connected Consumer, Health & Care, Smart Industries and Sustainable Cities. Each of these 

platforms works with a skilled and dedicated team across Gimv’s home markets of the Benelux, France and Germany 

and can count on an extended international network of experts.   

 

More information on Gimv can be found on www.gimv.com.  

 

 

For further information please contact: 

 

Dr. Christophe Van Vaeck, Principal Health & Care Gimv 

T +32 3 290 21 38 – christophe.vanvaeck@gimv.com 

 

Frank De Leenheer, Investor Relations & Corporate Communications Manager Gimv 

T +32 3 290 22 18 – frank.deleenheer@gimv.com 
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