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Press release 
 

For immediate publication 

 
 

Eclipse raises 3 million euros 

 

LUMA™ crossmedia marketing automation platform is a powerful weapon  

in times of crisis 
 
 
Turnhout, Belgium, 22 April 2009 - Eclipse International NV (‘Eclipse’) has announced it has 
successfully concluded a Series A financing, with 3 million euros raised through a private placement. 
The capital increase will be used primarily for further development and commercialisation of LUMA™, 
the unique crossmedia end-to-end platform for marketing automation which gained Eclipse a 
nomination for the prestigious Red Herring 100, the list of the world’s most innovative technology 
startups.    
 
The lead investor is Gimv with 2 million euros. The Vlaamse Innovatiefonds Vinnof, or Flemish 
Innovation Fund, along with management, also subscribed to the capital increase, each to the amount 
of 0.5 million euros. Steven Coppens of Gimv has been appointed to the Eclipse Board of Directors.  
 
LUMA™ is offered on the Software-as-a-Service principle (SaaS) and is already marketed in the 
Benelux countries, Germany and the United Kingdom. “But over time we would like to internationalise 
still further,” notes Kristof Vereenooghe, Eclipse CEO. “That is precisely the reason we attracted Gimv. 
As a European venture capitalist with a global network, it is the ideal party to support the successive 
steps in our growth. That we were able to attract an investor of this calibre during these times of crisis 
strengthens our conviction that we are on the right track with LUMA™.” 
 
“Historically, many business processes have already been automated. But marketing processes have 
been something of an exception,” explains Steven Coppens, Gimv Executive Investment Manager. 
“Nevertheless research by Forrester and Gartner among others reveals that marketers have expressed 
the need for a comprehensive integrated platform to enhance their effectiveness. Forrester and 
Gartner also predict a significant growth in the market for SaaS applications. We also believe that a 
prominent role is in store for LUMA™. In the upper market segment LUMA™ is the first real end-to-
end platform offering a solution for the needs of medium and large enterprises.”  
  
Cost-saving sales support and promotion 
LUMA™ is a unique web-based end-to-end solution enabling users to create and produce a variety of 
printed and online marketing communication materials, while also supporting the complete logistical 
handling of even the most sophisticated crossmedia direct marketing campaigns. The application also 
has an extremely low threshold: its interface is characterised by unique WYSIWYG features (what you 
see is what you get) which also makes it accessible to non-specialists, even without training, thereby 
promoting acceptance. Using LUMA™ a company can delegate the generally expensive and time-
consuming personalisation and localisation, and the entire logistical process, to the sales organisation 
which knows the clients and their needs best. Individualised, and thus more relevant, and quicker 
communication leads to better results. Marketing can be aligned optimally with the sales 
organisation’s objectives. With LUMA™ a company can save costs while also offering improved sales 
support, and can even boost sales.   
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Taking advantage of the crisis 
Eclipse has earned its stripes in recent years with customised intelligent crossmedia communication: 
communicating the relevant message to the right target group, via the right media and at the right 
moment. Thus Eclipse has arranged sophisticated direct marketing campaigns for Esprit and Centraal 
Beheer Achmea among others. LUMA™ has also garnered Eclipse a host of fine references. Major 
players such as Coca Cola, Electrabel, P&V Verzekeringen and Metro Cash&Carry each have their own 
LUMA™ platform. 
 
The economic crisis unlocks new perspectives for Eclipse and LUMA™, Kristof Vereenooghe believes.  
“Not only because we offer a cost-saving solution, but also because it is precisely in these times of crisis 
that personal and relevant communication with clients and prospects is essential if you want to achieve 
results.”   
 

#ends# 
 
About Eclipse 
Eclipse International NV (‘Eclipse’) offers customised intelligent crossmedia communications. Alongside 
sophisticated crossmedia marketing campaigns, Eclipse also offers a unique end-to-end platform for marketing 
automation under the LUMA™ brand name. Established in January 2006, today Eclipse provides services to 
clients throughout Europe. It is headquartered in Turnhout (Belgium) and also has offices in Rotterdam 
(Netherlands), Stuttgart (Germany) and Wallingford (United Kingdom). More information about Eclipse and its 
products can be found on www.eclipseinternational.eu. 
 
About Gimv 
Gimv is a European investment company with nearly 30 years’ experience in private equity and venture capital. 
The company is listed on Euronext Brussels and currently manages around 1.8 billion euros of assets (including 
third party funds). Gimv undertakes buyouts and provides growth capital to established companies. Local teams 
in Belgium, France, the Netherlands and Germany concentrate on these activities. Gimv-XL provides growth 
financing to larger growth companies in Flanders. Gimv makes venture capital investments in high-tech sectors 
through its specialist teams in Life Sciences, Technology and Cleantech. Its DG Infra+ fund also focuses on 
infrastructure projects in the Benelux. For growth capital investments in Russia, Gimv has a joint venture with 
KBC Private Equity. For more information about Gimv, please visit www.gimv.com  
 
About Vinnof  
Flemish Innovation Fund Vinnof, or Vlaamse Innovatiefonds, invests risk capital in innovative startups in 
Flanders. Vinnof offers them a greater chance by investing from the early stages of their existence. This funding, 
designated as seed capital, eases the way for entrepreneurs to call on purely private capital providers at a later 
stage. Vinnof is a 100 % subsidiary of  ParticipatieMaatschappij Vlaanderen (PMV) NV.  PMV provides incentives 
for the Flemish economy. This investment company aims for economic growth but also attaches considerable 
importance to the returns on its initiatives. In short, PMV provides momentum which is vital for our region. In 
this way PMV creates added value for the funding Flanders invests in its future (www.pmv.eu). 

More information 

Kristof Vereenooghe, CEO – Eclipse International NV – Bleukenlaan 5-1 – 2300 Turnhout – Belgium – t: +32 14 
78 14 20 – f: +32 14 78 14 21 

Frank De Leenheer, Investor Relations & Corporate Communications Manager – Gimv NV – Karel Oomsstraat 37 
– 2018 Antwerp – Belgium – t: +32 3 290 22 18 – f: +32 3 290 21 05 

Ben Jehaes, Spokesman ParticipatieMaatschappij Vlaanderen NV – Oude Graanmarkt 63 – 1000 Brussels – 
Belgium – t: +32 2 229 52 30 – f: +32 (0)2 229 52 31 

http://www.pmv.eu/

