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Antwerp, 28 June 2016, 8:00 AM CET (EMBARGO) 

PRESS RELEASE 
 
Gimv investment Brakel strengthens its fire safety division with the 
acquisition of Belgian company Argina Technics 

In mid-December, Gimv announced that alongside the existing management team, it was acquiring a 

majority interest in the European player Brakel (www.brakel.com). For nearly 40 years, the company has 

been a market leader in the Benelux region and the UK in the field of high-end solutions and maintenance 

for glass daylight constructions (glass roofs and skylights), ventilation systems (top-hung windows and flap 

ventilators) and fire safety systems (fire detection, smoke and heat extraction installations) in commercial 

and industrial buildings. 

 

Today, the ambition of further international growth has been realised with the acquisition of Argina 

Technics (www.argina.com), a Belgian designer and producer of fire detection, gas detection and access 

control systems for the business market. The company also sells camera security and alarm systems. The 

company, founded in 1980 and based in Sint-Niklaas (Belgium), has succeeded in recent years in 

achieving a substantial market share in the Benelux. An important factor in this success is the specialised 

nature of the company, with its own R&D team and a very short and direct line of communication with 

customers. Some of Argina Technics better-known customers are the Ghelamco-Arena (Ghent), Hotel La 

Réserve (Knokke), Vaartkom Waterview (Leuven), Parktoren (Antwerp), the European School (Laken), 

Vlerick Management School (Gent), Tour et Taxis (Brussels), DP World/Antwerp Gateway (Antwerp), the 

Parc Cinquantenaire Museum (Brussels) and the Palais 12 Expo Event Hall (Brussels). 

The acquisition of Argina Technics strengthens Brakel's fire safety division and is a perfect fit with our 

strategy of not only becoming a one-stop-shop with high-end products/systems, but also becoming more 

international and expanding in the area of maintenance and services. Argina Technics will now be 

managed by Koen De Maeght, the current Managing Director of Brakel Aero Belgium.  

Brakel and Argina Technics jointly have over EUR 70 million in turnover and around 350 employees. 

"Argina Technics is a unique company that is differentiated by its strong corporate culture and quality 

products that align perfectly with our vision of Light and Air for Safety and Comfort. With Argina Technics 

we are expanding our footprint in fire safety, especially in the area of fire detection and service and 

maintenance in the Benelux," says Ton van Gerwen, CEO of Brakel. 

 

http://www.argina.com/cm/nl_home
http://www.brakel.com/
http://www.argina.com/
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Rombout Poos, Principal in the Sustainable Cities platform at Gimv: "With the acquisition of Argina, Brakel 

is strengthening its position in the Benelux market in the field of fire safety. We enthusiastically support 

Brakel in its plans for growth." 

 

 

ABOUT GIMV 

Gimv is a European investment company with more than three decades of experience in private equity and venture 

capital. The company is listed on Euronext Brussels. Gimv manages approximately EUR 1.8 billion (including co-

investment partnerships) invested in around 50 portfolio companies. 

 

As a recognised market leader in selected investment platforms, Gimv identifies entrepreneurial and innovative 

companies with high growth potential, and supports them in their transformation into market leaders. The four 

investment platforms are Connected Consumer, Health & Care, Smart Industries and Sustainable Cities. Each of these 

platforms works with a skilled and dedicated team in Gimv's home markets (Benelux, France and Germany) and can 

rely on an extended international network of experts. 

 

You can find more information about Gimv at www.gimv.com.  

 

 

For further information please contact: 

 

Frank De Leenheer     Rombout Poos 

Gimv Investor Relations & Corporate Communications Manager   Principal, Sustainable Cities Gimv 

T +32 3 290 22 18 – frank.deleenheer@gimv.com   T +31 70 3 618 607 – rombout.poos@gimv.com 

 

Helma de Klein (for trade press info)    Koen de Maeght 

Marketing & Communications Manager, Brakel   Managing Director, Brakel Aero 

T + 31 6427 02733 – hdeklein@brakel.com     T +32 475 74 37 13 – kdm@brakelaero.be 
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