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Paris - Antwerp/ 31 August 2011 / 7:30 CET  
 
 
 

Gimv invests USD 14.5 million in Ebuzzing, formerly Wikio Group 
 

Gimv, one of the main investment companies in Europe, is spearheading the second financing 
round to the tune of USD 25 million in Ebuzzing ( www.ebuzzing.com ), formerly Wikio Group, the 
reference social media group in Europe.  Gimv is investing USD 14.5 million along with existing 
shareholders and the founder, Pierre Chappaz.  Thanks to this financing, Gimv wishes to support 
the development and growth of this ambitious company, and provide the means to become the 
leader in social media in Europe. 

Geoffroy Dubuz, Partner Venture Capital at Gimv: “Ebuzzing is a reference platform for the 
distribution of content on social media in Europe.  We are thrilled to support this group in its 
international development so that it can become the sector leader. It represents one of the best 
online teams in Europe, positioned on a market with a very high potential.” 

With Overblog, the leading blog platform in Europe, Ebuzzing is a genuine social media, with over 
28 million unique visitors per month according to Comscore. Founded in 2005, the company 
provides companies with marketing solutions that allow them to promote their brands on social 
media, especially by the distribution of viral videos on social media (blogs, YouTube, Facebook, 
Twitter, etc.).  

Pierre Chappaz, CEO of Ebuzzing: “This financing will allow us to speed up our growth throughout 
Europe.” Ebuzzing recently carried out a series of eight mergers and acquisitions, with the latest, 
Trigami, taking place in June 2011. Trigami is a leading social marketing platform in German-
speaking countries. He added: “Today, thanks to our financial capabilities, we intend to seize new 
development opportunities.” 

Directed by experienced managers and serial entrepreneurs, and with offices in Basel, Hamburg, 
Dusseldorf, London, Luxembourg, Milan, Paris, Madrid, Toulouse and Rome, Ebuzzing made 
revenues of USD 15 million in 2010, and expects revenues for this year at USD 25 million. Today, 
the Group employs over 160 staff. 

Gimv will be represented on the Board of Directors of Ebuzzing. 

All the parties involved decided not to disclose any further financial information regarding this 
transaction.   

 

 

 

http://www.ebuzzing.com/
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For further information please contact: 

 

Mr Frank De Leenheer – Investor Relations & Corporate Communications Manager Gimv 

T +32 3 290 22 18 – frank.deleenheer@gimv.com 

 

Mr Geoffroy Dubus – Partner Venture Capital Gimv 

T +33 1 58 36 45 60 – geoffroy.dubus@gimv.com 

 

Mr Frédéric Montagnon – Chief Marketing Officer Ebuzzing Group 

T +33 6 10 09 60 77 –  frederic.montagnon@wikiogroup.com 

Over Gimv 

Gimv is a European investment company with 30 years’ experience in private equity and venture 

capital. The company is listed on the NYSE Euronext Brussels and currently manages around 1.9 

billion EUR (including third party funds).  

Gimv invests in buyouts and provides growth financing to established companies. Gimv also 

invests venture capital to companies operating in the Life Sciences, Technology and Cleantech 

industry. For this Gimv can call upon local teams in Belgium, the Netherlands, France and 

Germany, as well as an extended international network of experts.   

Gimv approaches specific activities or certain countries through specialised funds, sometimes in 

collaboration with experienced partners. Examples of this are Gimv-XL, Gimv-Agri+, DG Infra+ and 

DG Infra Yield. 
 

More information on Gimv: www.gimv.com. 

 

Over Ebuzzing 

Directed by experienced managers, Ebuzzing is the market leader in Social Media in Europe. They 

support brands in developing their communication strategy on social media and they manage 

OverBlog, the first European blog platform.  

The company has 28.5 million unique visitors per month (Comscore, July 2011). Ebuzzing currently 

employs 160 people and has offices in Paris, Toulouse, Milan, Rome, Madrid, Hamburg, 

Dusseldorf, Basel and London. 

More information on Ebuzzing : www.ebuzzing.com , www.over-blog.com  
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